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Creating the Difference

Lewisham VCS Children and Young People’s Forum 

9.30am – 1pm, Wednesday 1st April 2009

Moonshot Centre, Fordham Park, New Cross
Chair: Carrie Perkins, TeachSport – this quarter’s Steering Group Chair

1. Welcome and Introductions

Carrie introduced the CYP Forum’s Steering Group, which is due for re-election in June 2008. Please contact Kate English (kate@valewisham.org.uk; 020 8314 7018) if you are interested in standing!
2. Mini Workshops

A fun chance to network and get a taster of a local group’s work. Huge thanks to all those who ran workshops and took part.
Invent-A-Sport! TeachSport





Two teams invented entirely new sports – Alien Football and Crazy Cricket - and then taught each other to play them. A taster of TeachSports Leadership Programme.
Story telling - Story acting! London Bubble





From spiders to superheroes and spaceships, participants created short tales and acted them out. A fun and non-threatening introduction to the work that Bubble does with younger children.

“How’s your plant doing?” Eruption Mentoring Scheme

 
We used plants to explore the feelings and experiences of young people. Eruption introduced this fun, thoughtful and creative way of investigating problems.

Knot just Knots! Lewisham Scouts





Participants learnt to tie knots behind their backs, amongst other things! Lewisham Scouts packed lots of info and learning into a very short time!
Dance fusion – IRIE Dance



Delegates showed off some impressive African and Caribbean dance moves, backed by Irie’s drummers.
3. Meet your Reps
Next, small group discussions were led by VCS Reps elected by the Forum onto the various boards and panels of Lewisham’s CYP Strategic Partnership.  See below for notes from each discussion: 
A. Safer Lewisham Partnership Youth Offending Management Board

Reps: Lucinda Chambers, Paulette Walker (apologies)
· Triage model – new pilot. Lucinda to talke back outcomes of Triage Model.

· Interventions – College, arrests, Support

· Lorna Cousins (NDC) Update – feedback Youth Offending Board Project at Ground Level. Restorative intervention. 

· LEAP Retraining – training project.

· LC to request feedback re. Restorative Justice in the Borough.

· LC to get some feedback on success of triage.

B. Emotional Wellbeing/Mental Health Working Group

Reps: Lucinda Chambers, Tania Christoffelsz (apologies)
· Lucinda to feedback on progress to all those who pass on email addresses.

C. Integrated Youth Support Service Board

Reps: Marilyn Hodsdon, Mark Paterson (apologies)

Michelle St John, Bridget Berko, Nana Palm, Graeme Wilson, Clare Goldsmith, Gerry Devine, Nick French, 
Patricia Prett

· Nick introduced his role – working alongside Alvan stage 1 IYSS. 2 – 3 months timescale.

· Overview – introduction – partners on board

· Training discussed – how Lewisham works – case study from training; crisis situations; lack of joined up working highlighted; importance of informing others and working together; Terms of reference from IYSS Board; objectives; linked with gov doc ‘Aiming Higher’; no young people on board at present; importance of participation better representation; 

· Graeme raised Young Citizen’s Panel

· Importance of representation across borough and across all groups

· Importance of keeping it live and rolling programme

· Updating

· Importance of relevant content

· Importance of sustainability

D. Play Partnership Board

Reps: Trevor Pybus, Ali Trenholme (apologies)
Bill Compton, Christine Grice, Mike Umoren, Abdullahi Mohammed, Luisa Ares

· Developing cricket: use of green area to play it . 
· Should it be play or sports development? Shroffold Green. Open from today. 

· Trevor explained funding and Phoenix’s role. 

· Planning form very long to fill out. 

· Talked about Meadows project.
E. Joint Commissioning Group

Reps: Jane Hendrie, Kate English
Chris Price, Helen Winning, Niki Teather, Estelle Buckridge

· 2 meetings of JCG since January.

· Issue – effects on nursery groups re tapered funding and priority places – this will create especial problems for children of working parents and those who can’t afford to pay.

· Lack of joined up working – especially re. children.

· Voluntary sector to communicate better what we do to JCG.
Items for next JCG meeting agenda in May?

F. Disability Multi-Agency Group
Reps: Jane Haines, Philippa Wall

· Jane Haines and Phillipa Wall explained why they put themselves forward for the group. They both have varied interests and experience in the field of disability.  
· The group has not met and therefore there was nothing to update. However it was also a point to note that there was no terms of reference for the group, and those attending the workshop were asked to think about what they thought the terms of reference should be.
· Good practice in accessible communications should be the same in all partnership boards, perhaps this would be one of the roles?
· The  Children Whose Needs are special Networking Group was discussed and there was a need for clarity as to how this would fit with the DMA Group, as would be the case with any other disability forums or groups 
· Jane and Philippa agreed to meet to consider what they felt should be in the terms of reference and to feed back any new information to those present.
 

G. CYP Workforce Development Strategy Steering Group

· Rita explained about the Children’s Workforce assessment Tool, People were concerned that smaller organisations voices would not be heard or represented and asked how this could be prevented.

· It was suggested that the questionnaires should be arranged through Voluntary Action Lewisham and filtered out through the network.

· People wanted to no why this tool was relevant and what were the outcomes that organisations should be working towards. ( I have enclosed  another page on this)

· People were not interested in a jobs fair as it seemed that there wasn’t really any opportunity for employment etc

· People felt that it was important for someone from the council to come and explain the ideology behind the CWDC

4. Safeguarding in Lewisham 

Vanessa Inniss, Lewisham Information Sharing and Assessment Team (Vanessa.Inniss@lewisham.gov.uk)

a. Presentation: please see ‘Safeguarding Presentation 1st April’ Powerpoint document.

b. Questions and Answers

What is the difference between child protection and safeguarding?

· Child protection involves protecting children from abuse. Safeguarding has a wider brief including safe places to play, safe learning environments etc.

· Lewisham Council is currently developing a Safeguarding Policy Template – to be circulated to Forum members as soon as it is ready.

· In the meantime, see the Support with Safeguarding pages on the VAL website (www.valewisham.org.uk)  for alternative templates, support and advice.

What support is available to engage VCS staff with Contact Point?

- ContactPoint will be launched in June and training in using ContactPoint will begin in September 2009. A large number of training places have been reserved for voluntary and community sector organisations – please contact Vanessa Inniss to discuss further.

What is the Independent Safeguarding Authority and how should we disseminate information to volunteers, sessional workers etc?

· It is individuals’ responsibility to register themselves with the ISA.
· Refer staff to the ISA website

· ISA is yet to be launched – the date has just been put back again.

· See VAL website

This has huge ramifications for VCS organisations!

· Employers must continue to ensure that staff have an enhanced CRB check.

5. Open Mic session

1. V Involve

V Involve supports young people into volunteering. They are currently seeking organisations who either already have young volunteers, or would like to develop volunteering opportunities for young people. Recognition of volunteering is available.

Please contact Sally Wood: Sally@changemakers.org.uk, 07976 266 893 
2. Capital Community Foundation

A range of small grant funding opportunities are open to organisations working in Lewisham, including Grassroots Grants, the newly relaunched Deutche Bank Small Grants Fund and the new Russell Investment Grant. See website for guidelines, application forms and deadlines: www.capitalcf.org.uk 
3. Lewisham Young Citizen’s Panel

Lewisham YCP was relaunched in March. It’s purpose is to give as wide a range of young people as possible a real voice in developments in Lewisham. Young people who sign up will be involved in a range of ways including brief text-based consultations and larger events. For more information please contact Malcolm Ball (malcolm.ball@lewisham.gov.uk) or Katy Brown (katy.brown@lewisham.gov.uk).
4. Nick French –Strategic Manager of Lewisham’s Integrated Youth Support Service
Nick introduced himself and invited people to get in touch: Nick.French@lewisham.gov.uk. 
5. Local Assemblies in Lewisham

Luisa Ares is VAL’s new Neighbourhood Engagement Officer. In particular, she’s focusing on developing more engagement from young people and a range of communities in the local assemblies. Please contact Luisa for more information: luisa@valewisham.org.uk, 020 8314 7072.
6. Grime Symposium, Saturday 18th April 2009

Midi Music and the Albany have collaborated on free workshops for young people exploring grime music, including debate and creative work, to culminate in the event on Saturday 18th April. Contact Rachel on rachel@themidimusiccompany.co.uk or estelle.buckridge@thealbany.org.uk.  
Thanks again for all your contributions to this event!
