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	Issue 05 – 9 January 2009 


 
Happy New Year and welcome to the fifth edition of the Voluntary Sector Health and Social Care E-Bulletin.  The purpose of this bulletin is to encourage you all to share anything that you may think is interesting – it’s your E-Bulletin!.  So, if you have something you would like to include in future editions please email it to Nicky at nicolam@valewisham.org.uk and state clearly that it is an insertion for the E-Bulletin. 

I hope you find the information useful and please feel free to send this to other people that may be interested and ask them to contact Nicky if they wish to be added to the mailing list.

1. Speed Networking Event – Voluntary Action Lewisham 
Speed Exchange is an exciting and fun development in networking which will allow you to meet face-to-face with like-minded people, share ideas and most importantly to make contacts. 

It is a well known fact that making a commitment to networking can create untold opportunities for yourself and your organisation and can have a positive impact on everyone involved. 

How will I know if the contacts I meet during the speed networking event will be relevant to my organisation?

Some of the contacts you meet at the speed networking event will not be directly relevant to your organisation.  However, this can be a positive tool.  If a contact is not directly relevant to you it is likely that they will know someone who is and visa versa.  

Speed networking gives you access to a wealth of contacts in a fun, relaxed and informal environment.

Why should I try speed networking?

The beauty of Speed Networking is in its efficiency. Because you have a set amount of time in which to meet each contact you will find that your time is spent meeting the optimum number of contacts within a short period of time. 

How do I prepare for the speed networking event?

In order to get the maximum value from speed networking we recommend that you prepare a short pitch about yourself, your organisation and what you are looking to get out of the event. 

We also ask that you bring with you some literature/business cards about what you and your organisation does in order to share it around at the end of the event.

What is the Format of the speed networking event?

A speed networking event begins with a warm welcome introduction and a presentation on networking. You will then be asked to sit at numbered tables which correspond to the number allocated to you on your arrival. The first networking session will then begin and will last approximately 5 minutes, after which we will make a signal and guests will then travel to the next table in numerical order. The rule here is that when the signal is made, you MUST change partners – keep moving! This will continue until everyone has met.

After the speed networking sessions have finished, guests are encouraged to stay for an informal chat to maximise the networking potential of the event and to share information and make follow-up meetings with your new found colleagues. 

How do I get the most from the speed networking event?

In order to make the most from this event it is important to remember that networks and referrals can only grow if all participants are mindful of the new contacts they have made during the event and remember to pass on their details after the event. 

If you are passing on referrals to your new contacts, they will do the same for you and before long the real benefits of attending a speed networking event will become apparent! 

Who Should Attend?

Anybody with an interest in increasing their networking potential. Some people attend with a view to finding new collaborations. Others do not have a specific agenda but know that increasing their contact network can only ever be a positive move for the future.  

Where will the event be held?

Date:

Tuesday, 17th February 2009

Time:
1:30pm Registration



2:00pm Prompt Start 



4:30pm Finish

Location:
Civic Suite, Room 1
Please note numbers are limited and you must register for the event by the end of January 2009 at the very latest to secure your place.
2. Community Health and Social Care Forum

The Community Health and Social Care Forum (CHSCF) aims to bring together all local voluntary groups with an interest or involvement in health and social care to:
· Share information and expertise 

· Promote good practice and raise awareness of issues 

· Enable people from voluntary and statutory organisations to meet and network with each other 

· Give voluntary groups the chance to respond to issues with a united voice 

· Ensure accountability and openness in planning of services. 

The CHSCF elect voluntary sector representatives on to the Partnership Boards. The representatives report back to CHSCF and consult with forum members. All voluntary sector organisations with an interest in or involvement in health or social care can be members of the forum, and nominate representatives.

The forum meets six to eight times a year to provide opportunities to share good practice, network with the statutory sector and discuss how we can work together to promote better health for residents of Lewisham. Topics for discussion include presentations by members and the debate on the current health agenda. We debate issues and policies including the health white paper and the social care green paper. Members can also access relevant training sessions via the CHSCF.
Look out for details of the next forum.

3.
Time Bank
	Are you a member?

Why not join?

Time Banking is an exchange system that can be used between individuals and organisations.

The aim of the Forum Time Bank is to encourage voluntary organisations to share knowledge, experience, experts and this can also include the use of office space and equipment. 

What your organisation/group can gain from joining the time bank:

· Build partnerships with other groups within LB Lewisham

· Capacity building members within your group/organisation

· Access expertise from other forum members

· Share you knowledge with others and identify your strengths

Contact Rosalyn Reid on 07983046532 / missrreid@yahoo.co.uk 

or more information is available at every Forum meeting.


4.  NCVO – partnerships wanted to work on the Foresight Project

Call for partners to work on foresight projects in specialist sectors
Are the organisations you support bogged down with day to day problems with no time to look ahead?
· Want some space to think about how external factors will impact on the organisations you support in the medium to long term? 

· Want to help organisations to respond positively and proactively? 

· Want to take part in cutting-edge research with an experienced team? 

NCVO Third Sector Foresight are requesting expressions of interest from suitably qualified and experienced organisations to tender for a joint research and strategy project into the drivers (external forces/trends) affecting your specialist sector. These projects are part of the Improving Support workstream on change, which aims to improve the support offered by the sector’s infrastructure.
NCVO Third Sector Foresight helps voluntary and community organisations to understand how the world is changing around them and use this knowledge to make better strategic decisions. 
Five different organisations are sought for five separate partnership projects (each of 6 months) over 2009 – 2010. Partners will receive a grant of £5,000 as a contribution towards the staff time required for participation.
Taking part in this project will enable you to support organisations to be more: 
· Sustainable 

· Risk-aware 

· Innovative 

· Proactive 

· Mission-focused 

Expressions of interest will be evaluated according to ‘best fit’ principles and success factors will include fit with a gap analysis of the work so far completed and/or planned by NCVO Third Sector Foresight.
It is the intention to award all partnerships now, with start dates of April 2009 (two organisations), October 2009 (one organisation) and April 2010 (two organisations).  Organisations can suggest their preferred start dates as part of the tender.
For full application criteria and processes, terms and conditions, please email foresight@ncvo-vol.org.uk, or call Kathryn Cook on 0207-520-2510.  Completed expressions of interest should be received by 5pm on 30th January 2009.
5.   BIG threat to our funding


Do you want there to be less funding for the voluntary & community sector in future? Do you want funding that currently comes to our sector to be diverted to schools, hospitals or other statutory bodies? Do you want the Awards for All scheme to be scrapped or seriously curtailed?

If yes, then just relax complacently! But surely your answer is ‘no’? In that case you need to act.

The Big Lottery Fund (BIG) has been a major funder of our sector in recent years, exceeding the commitment it made some years ago to use 60-70% of its funding to support VCS projects. That policy is now under serious threat.

BIG is consulting presently – until the end of February – on its future policy. The consultation includes a proposal to end this specific commitment to our sector. Their questionnaire offers respondents 3 possible answers:

1. Funding should go to the organisation in the best position to deliver the project outcomes, whichever sector they are from. 

2. BIG should extend its undertaking to the voluntary & community sector beyond 2012. 

3. No opinion. 

It seems likely that BIG are expecting, or even hoping for, most people to choose option 1, which, on the surface, sounds very reasonable. However, if chosen, this will lead, inevitably, to less funding for our sector.

What can you do? Go to www.big-thinking.org.uk and select ‘consultation survey’, then spend a few minutes answering the ten questions. When you answer Q4, make sure you choose option 2. The only chance of us retaining BIG’s commitment to the sector is if they get a big majority of respondents choosing option 2. Please also tell others, including friends who may not understand all the issues, about this threat to our future and ask them also to complete the questionnaire

6.   Funding Opportunities – Grassroot Fund
Good News!
Applications for the Grassroot Fund is open again (for January 2009), Community groups and Voluntary Organisation with annual budget of less than £20000 are encouraged to apply for  the grant, the Fund gives small, accessible grants up to £5,000 per group which could be spread over two years (April 2009 till March 2011). Applications are encouraged from projects that are volunteers led, and fit one or more of the four main priority areas of the scheme:

· Responding to Local Need

· Strengthening Communities

· Bringing People from Different Backgrounds Together

· Strengthening organisational capacity and ability
Completed application forms should be returned before the end of January 2009 as decisions on successful applications would be taken by early February 2009. You can get more information on the grant at www.capitalcf.org.uk. There are other available funding for groups in Deptford, New Cross and New Cross Gate details of which are available on Capital Community Foundation website. 
7.   Transforming Social Care - Event

 
Skills for Care London and the East London CVS Network are working together to increase engagement, participation, awareness and knowledge of specific legislation and implications to the care sector which will affect the third sector in the near future.

They are holding a workshop on Tuesday 3rd and 24th March 2009, 9.45 – 12 30 at Discover, 1 Bridge Terrace, Stratford, London E15 4BG.

The workshop will look at the following:

· Introduction to transforming social care agenda – personalisation, direct payments etc

· What does this mean for services currently funded? What practices need to put in place to adapt to this e.g. implications in terms of budgeting, wider marketing 

· Discussion on planning that needs to take place

The audience of this workshop will be third sector front line services.  Please note places are limited to two people per organisation and on a first come first served basis.

If you would like to book a place on the above workshop – please contact Josephine Mason at Josephine.Mason@elcvsnetwork.org.uk .  
8. NSPF Learning Event – Economic Downturn 

The Department of Health will be running a Learning Event which will focus
on the Economic Downturn. The "Government action plan on the economic
downturn" will consider how the third sectors involvement in public
services can be supported and developed in the current economic context.

This event will be your chance to contribute to a dialogue with Government
on how we ensure the sector is supported and developed during these
difficult economic times.

The event will take place in London on the morning of Thursday, 15th January
2009 at a venue to be notified. Registration commences at 10.00am for a
10.30 start and the event will finish no later than 1.pm
Please register your interest in this event by letting them know your name,
organisation, email address and contact telephone number and respond
directly to: vcsmail@dh.gsi.gov.uk 
9. ChangeUp Information Fair

Question: How to find what you need in Lewisham?

Answer:    Change Up Information and Support Fair

The fair will take place from 2-8pm Thursday 5th February in the Civic Suite council chamber and upper foyer. 

The purpose of the fair is to promote activities and the range of support available for groups working directly with the public (front line organisations) by local second tier / infrastructure organisations and the local authority. This is a networking opportunity which will include facilitated encounters (giving people a reason to talk to each other) We want to attract a range of people and organisations to the fair particularly front line and second tier organisations – their staff and trustees – as well as local authority support services. 

*** JOIN US FOR LAUNCH AND DEMONSTRATION OF NEW VAL WEBSITE ***

If you would like to run an information / workshop session about your activities, please let us know as soon as possible. 
Workshops and sessions (times tbc)

· Launch and demonstration of new VAL website,  this includes launching VAL’s CRIB project (Community Resource and Information Bureau) 
· Finding your way around the council 

· Q & A panel session 

· Facilitated encounters 
Detailed advice sessions are not available during the fair, individuals or groups will be able to arrange follow up meetings.

Please contact Brian on (020) 8698 6034 for further information.

10. NDC Partnership Grants – Stakeholder Day

Let’s Work Together is a one-day free community event. You will be able to meet Grants Officers from the Capital Community Foundation to find out more about the NDC Partnership Programme. This is a new grants programme specifically aimed at organisations working together in partnership in the NDC area to meet local needs. Up to £50,000 is available over a two-year period. During the day you will also meet other groups working in the area to discuss the needs of our community and how we can work together to meet these needs and find solutions. We will also discuss how to develop successful partnerships and how to put together effective partnership agreements! 
Date: 14th January 2009

Time: 10am - 3pm

Venue: B2 Hatchem Mews

 
For more information and to book your place: please contact Cat Dix on 020 7582 5117 or email cat@capitalcf.org.uk
11. Safeguarding Adults 
A Consultation on the Review of the “No Secrets” Guidance

Date:      
15th January 2009 
5.00pm-7.30pm 
                   16th January 2009  
8.30am-11.00am

Venue:  
Leith’s at the British Library, 96 Euston Road, London NW1 2DB

These events are for all those responsible for the development and delivery of safe services that prevent and respond to the abuse of vulnerable adults: in the NHS and for members in social care. The Department of Health, the Home Office and the Ministry of Justice are consulting on the review of No Secrets.
The review of No Secrets raises questions about why the NHS is increasingly interested in safeguarding vulnerable adults. 

The free events aim to enable participants to consider the future challenges for the NHS and looks at the emerging commissioning and regulatory perspectives. 
To book a free place for either the 15th or the 16th, please contact Lesley Carter by email at: 

Lesley.carter@londondevelopmentcentre.org 

Telephone 0207307 2431 
Fax 020 7307 2432
	Jobs


If you would like to advertise any job vacancies, please contact Nicky on (020) 8314 9841 or by email at nicolam@valewisham.org.uk 

	Training


If you would like to advertise any training initiatives, please contact Nicky on (020) 8314 9841 or by email at nicolam@valewisham.org.uk 
Voluntary Action Lewisham

Presentation Skills

10am to 1pm

10 January 2009 

Marketing Skills

10am to 1pm

24 March 2009

Please call for more information on (020) 8314 9411

Directory of Social Change

Writing Effective Promotional Material (1 day)
23 February 2009 








9 June 2009 

Effective Marketing for small organisations (1 day)
20 April 2009 

Please call 08450 77 77 07

www.dsc.org.uk 

Business Advisory Service (BAS)

c/o Opening Doors

Contact them for services offered to new and existing organisations on 

(020) 8297 1171 x305

infobas@lewisham.gov.uk 
	Useful Links


If you would like to be added to this list, please let Nicky know by emailing her at nicolam@valewisham.org.uk. 
Healthcare for London

http://www.healthcareforlondon.nhs.uk/pressRelease-080910-1.asp 

Lewisham Primary Care Trust

http://www.lewishampct.nhs.uk/ 

Community Development Foundation

http://www.cdf.org.uk/ 

A Picture of Health

http://www.apictureofhealth.nhs.uk/ 

Carers UK

http://www.carersuk.org/Home
Department of Health

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/index.htm 

Community Care

http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/Default.aspx 

Lewisham Health & Social Care

http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/HealthAndSocialCare/ 

The Lewisham LINk

http://www.lewishamlink.co.uk/ 

Social Care Online

http://www.scie-socialcareonline.org.uk/about.asp 

Voluntary Action Lewisham

http://www.valewisham.org.uk/ 
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