Engaging Us All
Lewisham VCS Children and Young People’s Forum 

6.15pm – 8.45pm, Tuesday 21st July 2009

Moonshot Centre, Fordham Park, New Cross
Minutes

Present:

Adeloa Adekola, Young Advisor

Muladi Badibengi, Lewisham Wrestling Club 
Tashomi Balfour, JUMP/Youth Advising Police

Malcolm Ball, Young Mayor’s Team

Christine Bainbridge, Ravensbourne Team CofE

Byron Barrett, LEAN

Simone Belgrave, Ministry of Youth 

John Bell, Both Parents Forever

Dami Benbow, Young Mayor’s Project

Katy Brown, Young Mayor’s Team

Keiza De Sousa, Young Advisor

Kate English, Voluntary Action Lewisham 

Shedeen Gilmore, Young Advisor

Jane Hendrie, LEAN

Tracey Jarrett, South London and Maudesley

Musa Jama, Somali Youth Project

Nicola Kelly, Voluntary Action Lewisham

Pauline Kennedy, The Children’s Society

Dave King, Millwall

Jennifer Laing, Voluntary Action Lewisham 

Robert Ludlow, Lewisham Scouts

Rev Flory Lumeka, Lewisham Community Action for Integration

Allisha Moore, Ministry of Youth

Dani Moseley, LYT

Rev Vincent Onwukanjo, REMEC Youth Club

Feleishia Paterson – Scott, Ministry of Youth 

Dee Parmar, Second Wave

Romane Peart, Lewisham Youth Theatre 

Carrie Perkins, Teachsport

Patricia Prett, Young Lewisham/ VAL

Rita Pretty, Playhouse Nursery

Jacob Sakil, Chair, Young Advisors

Jawan Sakil, Young Advisor

Ian Sawh, MLVB

Karen Small, Mount Zion
Tianna-Jade Brown, Mount Zion

Helen Stanley, LYT

Niki Teather, St Michael’s Community Centre

Jamiel Thomas, LYT

Derek Wade MF, Purpose For Living

Anne Williams, Parent Support Group

Sian Williams, LBL

Sophia Wilson, LBL

Jane Yeadon, St Nick’s and St Luke’s Church

1. Introductions

Jane Hendrie, LEAN, opened the meeting and introduced nominees to the new Steering Group.

2. Mini-workshops

A range of mini-workshops took place, from drama to listening skills, orienteering to discussion on youth participation. Big thanks to all workshop facilitators!

3. Byron Barrett Lewisham Education Arts Network
Streetflow.co.uk is a new website for local young people to promote the activities they are involved in. To find out more about the site, how your young people can register as reporters and how you can review their articles before they go live, contact lean1@ukonline.co.uk or call 0208 694 6622.
4. Discussion Panel: Participation in Lewisham

Sian Williams presented on the new structure proposed for participation in Lewisham:
· More streamlined structure to be brought in

· Participation work at the Council to be led by Young Mayor’s Project

· It is recognised that more resources and networking is required for VCS

Tashomi Balfour: presented on the Youth Advising Police Board.

· Created around a year ago by Victim Support and Lewisham Met Police

· Young people advise police on issues relevant to them

Young Mayor’s Advisors presented on current work of the Young Mayor’s Project:

· Young Citizen’s Panel – over 700 young people have signed up

· Representing young people from Lewisham at regional and national events

· Campaign for a new Young Mayor’s election has just been launched

· A current priority is to promote this with as many young people as possible

Questions:

Q: Concern that diagram appears to show that a Young Mayor might now report to Mayor via Steering Group rather than directly. This is concerning as a strength of this project is close working relationship between young and adult Mayor.

Sian: The diagram doesn’t reflect a reporting structure, just support arrangements.

Q: To young advisors: to what extent does Lewisham’s Mayoral system support the young mayors project and youth democracy?

Young Advisors: To a great extent – it wouldn’t work so well without him.

Q: How is Young Mayor’s Project marketed? I wasn’t aware of it and I go to a Lewisham school.

Young Advisors: We are working on that – we go to all schools and are trying to get out to as many other youth groups as possible. We are aiming to attract a wider range of young people from the community. Please invite us in! 

Q: How did the Youth Advising Police Group come about, and how did you get involved?

Tashomi: It was set up through the police and Victim Support. A range of young people involved in community organisations were recruited. We are still very new. We are actively recruiting: we had a huge amount of interest at People’s Day.

Q: What are the age limits for getting involved in the YAP?

Tashomi: 14 – 24 years old.

Q: Are there any payments or expenses?

Tashomi: We get muffins! There is no other remuneration.

Q: What is the Young Mayor’s Project doing to influence the reform of youth support in Lewisham?
Young Advisors: We’ve identified this as a real issue. It’s important that youth workers come from the local area and understand the issues and can relate to the young people. That is why many Young Advisors are going on to train to become youth workers.

Q: What other examples of Youth Participation do we have in the audience? 

- Lewisham Youth Theatre has a youth led group 

- Ministry of Youth promotes participation work in the North of the borough, launch is on Friday 24th, everyone invited!

- Second Wave – participation work with wide range of young people

- Millwall Community Project – particularly through the Kickz programme.

Q: Could the Young Mayor and Advisers use their huge influence to promote the work of Lewisham’s voluntary and community organisations to the Mayor himself?

Young Advisors: We would need to know much more about your projects, please invite us in!

5. Meet Your Reps
A
Children and Young People’s Strategic Partnership Board

Pauline Kennedy
· Pauline gave details of CYPSPB. 

· Gave details of last meeting and what was discussed – Laming review, Serious Case Review.

· Agenda for next meeting in October.

B
Joint Commissioning Group

Jane Hendrie
· Jane gave background to meetings – purpose and composition of the group – Frankie Sulke’s team at LBL, headteachers, NHS, etc.

· A problem is she is given too little time to go through paper work before meetings. 

· Recent issues discussed: Children’s Centres  and school clusters collabs do not align. Makes it hard to work across sector.

· Working neighbourhood fund. £1m and LB priority – worklessness and community cohesion. Some existing and some new projects Qu – annual take up? Why not taken up? Who else uses fund? Has this fund been advertised? Jane to ask SAGE – A Carmichael how they found out. Are LBL supposed to put tenders to orgs? Do they have an obligation? Where else is Working Neighbourhood Fund allocated et? How was the opportunity to tender marketed? Can we influence this in future?

· Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) currently reviewing services. Please share list of services with Forum to check all groups included.

· Geographical areas – ask CYP Directorate for maps of areas and feedback on decisions. 

C
Family Support and Parenting Board

(to be completed)

D
Teenage Pregnancy and Parenthood Strategic Board


(to be completed)
6. Open Mic

Representatives from the following organisations gave more information about their projects and invited others to get in touch:
REMEC: remeducational@yahoo.co.uk
Purpose for Living: derek.wade@hotmail.co.uk
MLVB: ian.sawh@ntlworld.com
Second Wave: dee@secondwave.org.uk
South London and Maudsley NHS Trust – tracey.jarrett@slam.nhs.uk
