[image: image1.png]Ny Voluntary
Action
Lewisham

Engage e Enable ® Empower



Lewisham VCS CYP Forum Meeting Notes 

Safe in our Society
9th December 2009 
The Albany Theatre, Deptford
1. Panel Presentations – CYP Community Safety

Christine Grice, LBL Head of Service, including Integrated Youth Support Service
IYSS provides both universal and targeted support for YP. Collaborates with Safer Lewisham on Youth Crime Action Plan

Strands pertinent to this discussion:

· Positive activities

· Street based teams

· Operation Stay Safe

· YOS triage scheme

Tim Evans, Partnership Inspector for Lewisham Metropolitan Police
· Results are just out for Met Youth Crime Survey – 31,000 young people. Greatest fears are crime and bullying on the street. 

· Steve Marks – Youth Engagement officer – runs junior citizens scheme, personal safety, strategy danger, safety in home, volunteer cadet scheme. Bellingham project – working with ex-offenders.
· We need to be realistic about the current financial situation – funding is difficult to secure, pressure on expectation. What I hope to get out of today – what do you value from us? 
· Lewisham is one of few boroughs with Youth Advising Police Board. Members sit on GOLD group meetings following serious incidents, alongside other partners. Second Wave has sat on GOLD group meetings before. 

Abbie Billinghurst, ‘Safe Choices’, Nia project

· Safe Choices project – reduces and prevents violence by young women. Work with Children’s Society, Makeda Weaver. Consortium with specialist knowledge. In Lewisham, offering intensive support around gang and group cultures. Sexual violence, risk taking. Healthy and non healthy relationships, sexual violence, advocate on behalf of young people set up support systems and network. Group work for young women. Group setting, female only space. 
· Young men, masculinity – pressures for young men, healthy relationships, how they may influence young women. 

Pete Pattison, Enough! Let’s Make Youth Violence History

· Group of youth and community organisations are campaigning together in Lambeth, Southwark and Lewisham. Police supportive, Young Mayor’s Advisors, schools involved. 

· Bank and Building Society Bill – dormant monies – lobbying Yvette Cooper to ringfence the proceeds for youth work to prevent youth violence.
· Schools – work in them with a large number of young people – give them skills and confidence to divert violence. Pilot day early next year. Still long way to go. 

Sian Williams, Behaviour Inclusion Manager, LBL
· Resp for Anti bullying; social and emotional aspects of learning.
· Developed anti-bullying strategy 2008.
· Homophobic bullying – producing guidance for schools.
· How to address bullying – LGBT History month delivering event.
· Bullying is happening in schools but is being dealt with there. YP feel most unsafe on journey to and from school. 
· Sexually inappropriate behaviour – touching as a bullying tactic – year 6 and 8 – getting proper research and feedback in March. 
2. Panel Discussion – CYP Community Safety

There is a resourcing and support gap for 5- 13 year olds in the borough.
Alvan Wright (IYSS) – 5 playgrounds in borough. Agenda of working with 5 – 13 is done more informally . Previously work in this age range was there. Now work covered through PAF.
Intervention needed much earlier than 11 and 12. Crucial to address the age gaps and tackle problems earlier. Due to no statutory drive for age range, there are no schemes targeting these CYP. Pressure for stat bodies to change this. 
Created additional activities for younger age group. No funding to support. 
After school activities have to be paid for and this may put people off attending. 

What are the mechanisms for recognising problems earlier?

Neglect isn’t easy to see. Heath visitors. 
Age group has to be 8 in order to get to the problem. Data protection problems – unable to hand over information on children who are neglected is it rights of child or the parent? 
Early intervention work with children and parents.


Nia Project works in informal settings – deconstruct, discuss, voices, hear. 1-1 exercises/ group conversations/role play/ map their lives.
Integrated Youth Service – Lead Professional able to help to minimise problems. 

Ask what is making you succeed? rather than what is making you fail?
How can small organisations tap into work being done and share our skills and info although not seen as professionals?
Feed into integrated work – youth services, positive activities

IYSS – 4 hubs, in quadrants of Lewisham – old a vaerity of services – satellites feed into hubs . VAL – use for info.

LBL 119 workers – need other skills.
Hub holds info – satellite feeds in (vol and stat).
Vol Sector can take lead professional role. Advise, inform, assist.


Where is the IYSS at at the moment?
JDs developed in January, up and running for new financial year.

Structure to be forwarded.
We all have concern – is our project going to be here next year? 

Impact on our users and use of the forum as a vehicle for information and delivery – utilising the VCS to support young people not connected in schools in many instances.


Established relationship with Council. VAL is valued and respected.

Looking at PAF now for summer – see how this can be speeded up. 
Faith Groups – Faith in Lewisham group developing – led by Alison.licorish@lewisham.gov.uk  

We need the Council to come out on more visits!
Youth Service do SLA once a year. Visits won’t happen unless there are problems, or you push. 

3. Open Mic

· Ilderton Motor Project – Awards ceremony. 
Teach Sport – opportunities to influence strategy – regenerate part for cricket and play area. 

· Phoenix Community Housing – Downham Youth Project. Any interest in Downham or 3 Walls please contact via kate@valewisham.org.uk.  

· Fairbridge – practical courses – residential support – please refer YP as appropriate.

· Both Parents Forever – working with Bexley Multi-Faith Forum.
· LEAN – 3 Feb – Manor House Library AGM . Arts and Health, new website, communication, speech and language support l mental wellbeing impact assessment. Cultural strategy for youth arts.
· Luisa – Local assemblies – please stay engaged!

· Influence issues around YP, ways of being more effective in context of LA.
· Vincent, REMEC – Between lewisham and Southwark, supplementary and after school club. Group from outside came into the club and stabbed a young man during a session run by a different orgaisation. CYP afraid to come . We need nknowledge and strategies to work with young people in these situations. 
· Tim Evans – would be useful to organise special meeting to discuss this – enable groups to raise concerns, identify need and have open meeting / discussion/ ideas.  VAL to set something up. 
