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The National Curriculum

The aim of the National Curriculum is to raise standards and to ensure that schools around the country are following the same courses. It is compulsory in all state schools throughout England and is formulated and monitored by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA). See www.qca.org.uk.  

Key stages
Foundation Stage: 
three to five years old
Key Stage 1: 

five to seven years old
Key Stage 2: 

seven to 11 years old
Key Stage 3: 

11 to 14 years old
Key Stage 4: 

14 to 16 years old
Details of the National Curriculum for all key stages and subject areas can be found on the website http://curriculum.qca.org.uk/. 

Information on cross curricular dimensions (under KS3 and 4 on the website) may be of particular interest: they include identity and cultural diversity, healthy lifestyles, community participation, enterprise, global dimension and sustainable development, technology and the media, and creativity and critical thinking. 


Tests and qualifications
Pupils are assessed at each key stage throughout their education. They are formally examined at the end of Key Stage 2 by ‘SATs’ exams in English, Maths and Science. SATs tests at the end of Key Stage 3 were abolished after summer 2008. 

At 16 most children take GCSE (general certificate of secondary education) exams. They may also gain other vocational qualifications.

Students staying in education after 16 chose to study for AS levels, A levels or vocational qualifications. 

14 – 19 education reform 
This programme for educating 14 – 19 year olds is being rolled out from 2006 – 2013. The reforms will create four learning pathways:

· the foundation learning tier 

· GCSEs and A levels 

· the Diploma 

· apprenticeships

Reforms also include: 

· introducing a new secondary curriculum 

· integrating functional skills across the curriculum, 

· introducing foundation, higher and extended projects into learning programmes 

· creating the qualifications and credit framework (QCF) 

· reforming vocational qualifications. 
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