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Types of school 
The types of school in England are defined by who employs the staff, controls admissions and owns the land and buildings. 
State Education
Community schools: These were previously county schools. The LA employs school staff, owns the school lands and buildings and decides the arrangements for admitting pupils.
Foundation schools: Many of these were formerly grant maintained schools. The school's governing body employs the school staff and has primary responsibility for admissions. The school land and buildings are owned by the governing body or a charitable foundation. A new type of foundation school involves setting up a trust. One of the main differences of trust schools is that the trust appoints the school's governors.
Voluntary-aided: Many of the voluntary-aided schools are church schools. The governing body employs the staff and decides admission arrangements. The land and buildings are normally owned by a charitable foundation. 
Voluntary-controlled: These are almost always church schools and the land and buildings are almost always owned by a charitable foundation. However, unlike voluntary-aided schools, the LA employs the school staff and has responsibility for admissions.
Grammar schools: Some local authorities still run a selective secondary school system with grammar schools. Pupils in these areas will sit a test at the age of 11 called the 11-plus. The results of this test will determine whether they gain entry to the local grammar school. There are around 150 state grammar schools in England.

Faith schools: schools with a religious character. Any new faith schools must have the agreement of parents and the local community, and be approved by the LA. Nearly half of faith schools are voluntary-controlled. They teach the locally agreed religious syllabus and the LA is the admissions authority. Voluntary aided faith schools are responsible for setting their own admissions policies and teach religious education according to their religious beliefs. Faith schools admit pupils on religious affiliation but many admit those who are not of the school faith. 
Academies: These are state-funded and free to students but have much more independence than most secondary schools. They are established by sponsors from business, faith or voluntary groups working with the community, and they can be more flexible with their curriculum and staffing. They were originally set up as a way of bringing high-quality schools with heavy investment in facilities and technology to disadvantaged areas. A private organisation must put in £2m and the government will provide the remaining £20m or so. The Labour government has set a target of 200 city academies by 2010. 
City technology colleges: These are funded directly by the government and offer a wide range of vocational qualifications alongside A-levels or equivalents. They teach the national curriculum and focus on science, mathematics and technology. 
Special needs schools: An estimated one in five children has some form of special educational need. The Special Educational Needs and Disability Act 2001 asserts the right of children with physical or behavioural problems to be taught with mainstream classes. As more children with special needs are taught in mainstream schools, special schools for children with mild or moderate difficulties are being closed. There are still about 1,150 schools for pupils with special needs. Some of these are run by voluntary organisations and others are in hospitals. 
Pupil Referral Unit (PRU): Established and maintained by the local authority, the PRU provides education to children who may not otherwise receive a mainstream education. A PRU might include teenage mothers or pupils excluded from school, for example. The aim of these units should be getting pupils back into mainstream education. They are run by a management committee made up of a range of people from school governors to representatives from social services. 
Specialist School Status for State Schools
Any state funded secondary school in England can become a specialist school in areas such as technology, languages, sports or arts. The schools meet full national curriculum requirements, but have a special focus on the chosen speciality. They raise £50,000 from private sector sponsorship and prepare plans for improvements in teaching and learning. 
The Labour government wants all schools except for academies to become specialist schools by 2008. The idea is that by specialising in one subject, standards increase across the curriculum. 
Non-state funded types of schooling
· Independent schools - fee-charging schools, which don’t receive any public funds and are governed and managed by special trusts. They are not obliged to teach the national curriculum but most do enter the same public examinations. 
· Home education – where parents educate their children at home.
· Rudolph Steiner Schools – self governing schools, most of which operate as a co-operative with no head teacher. Emphasis on holistic development and creativity.
· Foreign language schools – Lycees – schools that teach in a foreign language.
· Montessori schools – nursery schools following the philosophy of Maria Montessori, based around children managing their own choices.
Information adapted from BBC materials.
For further up to date information on developments in the UK education system see http://www.dcsf.gov.uk

