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 Lewisham CYP Forum
‘Working closer together’
Lewisham Children and Young People’s Forum

Tuesday 14th June, 9.30 -12.30pm.

Venue – St Andrews Centre, Corner of Brockley rd and Wickham rd, Brockley, London SE4 2SA

Attended

	1.
	Beulah Antonin
	Barnardo’s

	2.
	Michael Apta
	South London Counselling Service

	3.
	Orlando Arnold
	Children’s Society

	4.
	Bronwen Bakare
	LBL

	5.
	John Bell
	Both Parents Forever

	6.
	Lucy Bradshaw
	London Bubble

	7.
	Sandra Bretherton
	4Children

	8.
	Marie Brewer
	4Children

	9.
	Lyn Burton
	NHS Lewisham

	10.
	Mozhy Chipperfield
	Kids Company

	11.
	Euston Copeland
	Barnardo’s

	12.
	Lorna Cousins
	170 Community Project

	13.
	Monique Dall’Occo
	Children England

	14.
	Maria Dalrymple
	Youth AID Lewisham

	15. 
	Mark Drinkwater
	VAL

	16.
	Christine DeInno
	Cassel Centre

	17.
	Meg Fassam-Wright
	Barnardo’s

	18.
	Joel Fowler
	Phoenix Community Housing 

	19.
	Holly Gardner
	Catch 22

	20.
	Christine Grice
	LBL

	21.
	Jane Hendrie
	LEAN

	22.
	Martin Howie
	VAL

	23.
	Rosemary Hoyte
	After School

	24.
	Roush Islam
	VAL

	25.
	Christine Johns 
	Lewisham Opportunity Pre-School

	26.
	Thomas Joseph
	Step by Step Counselling Service

	27.
	Nicola Kelly
	VAL

	28.
	Dave King 
	Millwall Community Scheme

	29.
	Cllr Helen Klier
	LBL

	30.
	Jennifer Laing
	VAL

	31.
	Sasha Leacock
	Forest Hill School

	32.
	Marcia Lewis
	LAMP

	33.
	Carola Liovi
	Kids Company

	34.
	Sandra McCormack
	4Children

	35.
	Carol Mew
	Lewisham Disability Coalition

	36.
	Jacqueline Muili
	Parent Support Group

	37.
	Clare Newby 
	GLYPT

	38.
	Nana Palm
	Unique Health Centre – Eruption Youth Group

	39.
	Cllr John Paschoud
	LBL CYP Select Committee Chair

	40.
	Rajvi Patel
	Lewisham Disability Coalition

	41.
	Angela Paul
	LBL

	42.
	Val Pope
	Lewisham Pre-School Learning Alliance

	43.
	Patricia Prett
	Young Lewisham

	44.
	Julie Rush
	St. James Family Learning Centre

	45.
	Hugh Salmon
	Welcare

	46.
	Karin Schnabel
	Lewisham Toy Library

	47.
	Jonathan Slater
	VAL

	48.
	Bola Sobowale
	MI ComputSolutions

	49.
	Gari Sparling
	Carers Lewisham

	50.
	Catherine Taylor
	Quaggy Children Centre 

	51.
	Nikki Teather
	St Michael’s Church & Community Centre

	52.
	Tim Walker
	Cassel Centre

	53.
	Pauline Woodford
	Lewisham Opportunity Pre-School

	54.
	Anne Williams
	Parent Support Group

	55.
	Johann Williams
	St Andrew’s Community Centre

	56.
	Palmela Witter
	Platform One

	57.
	Delegate 
	Yemaya Young Parents' Support




Chair – Dave King, Millwall Community Scheme
Update on the introduction of the Early Intervention Service and the commissioning timetable.
· Christine Grice – Head of Access and Support, CYP Directorate, Lewisham Council, updated delegates to the CYP Forum on the latest plans by the CYP Directorate to commission their front-line services through the Early Intervention Service.
· She said the priority for the Council was to have a strategic role rather than as a direct provider in the provision of childcare. The first early years centre to be tendered out would be the one in Rushey Green. Information packs would be available on how to bid for the lease. The person to contact for information packs is Paul Yiannakou at paul.yiannakou@lewisham.gov.uk
· The timetable for commissioning out early years services was being delayed because of issues of transferring front-line Council staff to eventual providers who are commissioned. Therefore it was planned that commissioning would begin by around December and completed by the beginning of June 2012.
· The CYP Directorate want to encourage local organisations to participate in tendering but in partnership with national organisations. There will be further consultation events later in the year that will be advertised via the CYP Forum. 

· Areas noted which came out the consultation on the proposed Early Intervention Service was that the fact that targeted services had to be placed within a universal setting. As a result a recommendation has gone to the Mayor to have a small development budget to help parents and volunteers to build sustainability in helping to provide a universal service. Area Managers to lead on this.

· VCS groups will have access to Children Centre accommodation where there will be a need to ensure families with multiple needs will be targeted in a universal setting.
· Christine Grice said it was also noted in the proposed Early Intervention Service consultation over concerns about payment by results where further work is needed. The CYP Directorate though will be applying to be a payment by results pilot.
· Transitional funding for CYP groups would continue for most, which would be decided by the Director of Children Services through a desktop analysis approach.
· Positive Activities Fund is now part of the Early Intervention Grant. There is £1million less in funding as a result. It has been agreed by the Mayor to agree continuation of the funding which will mean less money for recommissioing later on in the year. Young People will be making the decisions over funding applications. Report to Mayor and Cabinet on recommendations to go in July.
· During the question and answer session delegates challenged Christine Grice’s assertion the CYP sector had agreed in principle to payment by results. In response Christine said that there had been agreement to try to develop a payment for results model suitable for the borough.

· Question was asked over the future over Ladywell and Honour Oak nursery. In response Christine Grice said they would continue to provide specialist provision e.g. short breaks. Currently assessing a business plan for the Ladywell Early Years Centre. Proposals to go forward in the autumn.
· A question was asked about the CYP Directorate’s thinking behind the targeting of families. In response Christine Grice said future consultation events would be held and advertised via the CYP Forum. Looking at involving as many relevant agencies as possible include schools and the Youth Offending Team. Will be a new analytical post to examine data sets of families most in need.
· There was a final question over the amount of priorities needed to be evidenced in the Positive Activities Fund application. In response Christine Grice apologies over it being too bureaucratic and rushed.

· Finally Christine Grice said that there was a new statutory requirement to provide short-breaks for children with disabilities. A policy statement was being put together that would set out a continuation of provision that caters for children with disabilities, including a brokerage system of parents for children who want to access mainstream provision. Warwick Tomsett is leading on this policy review. Finally there would a specialist summer programme at Watergate.

The role of the VCS in helping to deliver Lewisham’s anti – smoking strategy

Lyn Burton - Tobacco Control Strategy and Commissioning Manager, NHS Lewisham, gave a presentation which set out the following information:
· 1 in 5 adults in Lewisham smoke = 43,000
· Poorer people are twice as likely to smoke as more affluent groups and to find it harder to stop when they want to

· Poorer people are twice as likely to smoke as more affluent groups and to find it harder to stop when they want to

· Smoking throughout pregnancy is a risk to the unborn child and the mother
· Second-hand smoke is smoke from others’ cigarettes, either from the burning tip or from smoke breathed out. The effect is on:
· Babies 

· breathe faster/ lungs are smaller

· immune system not well developed 

· cot death (SIDS)

· hospital admissions in first year

· Children 

· asthma and chest infections 

· coughs, colds, wheezes 

· bronchitis & pneumonia middle ear infections = ‘glue ear’

· flare up of chronic conditions such as sickle cell

· time off school
· In the UK, the number of young people taking up smoking is going down

· More young women smoke than young men 
· Lewisham Sheu survey 2010
· 1% of primary and 4% of secondary pupils smoked in the last 7 days
· 4% of Year 10 males and 5% of Year 10 females describe themselves as regular smokers.

· 54% of secondary pupils say that they have at least one person who regularly smokes at home; or they have a close friend who smokes

· 6% said that they would smoke when they are older; 20% said ‘maybe’

· What can we do in Lewisham?
· Be aware of the ‘politics of tobacco’

· Use opportunities to promote ‘smokefree’ vision for Lewisham e.g. T shirt competition for London Youth Games

· Spread awareness of tobacco harm and positives of smoke free homes and cars

· Advise anyone who wants to stop smoking they can get help for this – UK NHS is unique in offering this free service

· Lyn Burton then went on to say how the local VCS could help in communicating the anti-smoking agenda, particularly in running a programme of peer advocates.
· In response a question was asked on whether information could be targeted at those with learning difficulties. In response Lyn Burton said she had run a participatory workshop with child minders for example, where it would be possible to tailor it the needs of those taking part.
· A question was asked over the potential dangers of electric smoking. In response Lynn Burton said the NHS would not recommend them at the moment.

· There was final question on research done over the health risks of Shisha smoking. In response Lynn Burton said Ash had produced fact sheets showing that smoking a Shisha was the equivalent of smoking a100 cigarettes. 
Lewisham’s Private Fostering Service and the role of the VCS

· Angela Paul - Interim Team Manager - Missing children, Private Fostering, Young Carers & Hidden Harm, CYP Directorate, Lewisham Council, gave a presentation which set out the following information:
· Anyone working with children or who come into contact with children during the course of their work should be aware of what private fostering is, why this knowledge is important and their responsibility in the reporting of such cases

· It is uncertain how many privately fostered cases exist in the UK. Some estimates suggest that there may be as much as 10,000 children living in this type of arrangement. 

· When private fostering arrangements remain hidden children are vulnerable to abuse and neglect. This was highlighted by the tragic death of privately fostered child Victoria Climbié.

· Private fostering is defined in the Children Act 1989 as a child under the age of 16 (or under 18 if disabled) being placed for 28 days or more in the care of someone who is not the child's legal guardian, or close relative, by private arrangement (that is to say without the involvement of a local authority) between parent and carer.

· A close relative is defined as step- parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters, uncle or aunts (whether full blood, half blood or through marriage).

· Private foster carers may be from the extended family such as a cousin or great aunt.

· Within private fostering parent retain legal parental responsibility for their child. 

· Once the local authority has been notified of the private fostering arrangement, it remains the parent’s responsibility to notify the Private Fostering Service of any significant changes to the arrangements. 

· Parents and private foster carers must have a clear agreed plan for the day to day care and maintenance of the child or young person. 

· If you think you have identified a private fostering arrangement speak to the families of children who might be involved. Check that they are aware of their duty to notify. If they feel this is not appropriate then pass on the details to the private fostering officer at your Local Authority and they will follow it up for you. 

· As you may know the council has a duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of all privately fostered children and many professionals who work with children will come across private fostering situations.  We therefore share responsibility to check the suitability of private foster carers.

· Ideally notification should come from the carer and parent, but professionals can also play an important role in explaining to private foster carers and parents that they have a legal duty to notify their local council.

· If you made aware of that a child is being privately fostered; can you please encourage the parent/carer to notify our department.  If you are not satisfied that our department has been notified of the arrangement, it is also your responsibility to do so.

· All referrals, queries and notifications can be made directly to the Referral and Assessment Duty team using a completed CAF form

· Useful guidance and contact details:

‘Private Fostering- What it is and what it means- A guide for children and young people’ (for children who are privately fostered)

ISBN 1 903699 75 4

Published by the British Association for Adoption and Fostering (BAAF)

Skyline House

200 Union Street

London SE1 0LX
www.baaf.org.uk
Somebody else’s child’ National private fostering campaign website:

http://www.privatefostering.org.uk

· Lewisham Website - Private Fostering:

· www.lewisham.gov.uk
Private Fostering social worker Angela Paul

Tel:0208 314 6523

Email: angela.paul@lewisham.gov.uk 
Private Fostering team manager Shareen Jenkins 

Tel: 020 8314 3074

Email: shareen.jenkins@lewisham.gov.uk 

Referral & Assessment Duty Team 

· 020 8314 3852

· 020 8314 6294

· 020 8314  3786

· Email: Referral&AssessmentTeam@lewisham.gov.uk
· Question was asked on how Lewisham Council could raise more awareness over private fostering arrangements in terms of people coming forward. In response Angela said that after 28 days it becomes a legal private fostering arrangement and has to be registered with the local authority. The Government is going to be raising much more awareness of this through national campaigns.

· Question was asked about how many children under 16 were being privately fostered in Lewisham. In response Angela said that at moment it is 37 but likely to be more. The Private Fostering Service was also trying to raise awareness through the Lewisham Safeguarding Children Board, local GPs, and the Health Service Departments.
· Question was asked about the fear of disabled parents contacting the Local Authority and the need for more information about the positive benefits of registering with the LA. In response Angela said that the Local Authority can access services for those who register with them as well as signpost them to other appropriate services.

· Finally a question was asked if there were systems for VCS groups could put in place with they cam across private foster parents. In response Angela said that good on-line tools which VCS groups could use i.e.  BAAF 'Somebody else's child' website: www.privatefostering.org.uk and http://www.privatefostering.org.uk/profs. Also they can contact her Service to do a further presentation or training on the Private Fostering service. Her telephone number is 020 8314 6523 and email address is angela.paul@lewisham.gov.uk.
Representing the Voluntary and Community Sector 

· Martin Howie – Director of Voluntary Action Lewisham, gave a short update on opportunities for CYP Forum members to be VCS elected representatives.
· Martin said the Local Strategic Partnership had 5 positions for VCS groups where elections would take place this summer. The criterion to stand is to be an umbrella organisation that could reach out to a wide number of people. The closing date for nominations was this coming Friday.

· VAL is planning to run an event in September for all current VCS elected representatives and those who want to representatives.

· Martin also mentioned that the Compact Steering Group is reviewing the current Compact commissioning guidelines to cover decommissioning, payment by results, and definitions over outcomes and impact.
· Martin finally mentioned concerns raised by VCS groups over the Lewisham main grants application process. He stated that VAL would not enter into a debate about a particular decision but did have concerns over the process that included the application form and how reporting decisions were made. If anyone had any experiences of the Lewisham main grants application process that you wish to share with VAL, good or bad, then please email him at martin@valewisham.org.uk
Opportunity for national and local organisations to discuss how to come together into consortiums

· Forum delegates then moved onto a ‘speeddating session’ where they were all given the opportunity to meet representatives from 5 national children and young people charities – Barnardo’s, 4Children, Kids Company, the Children’s Society, and Catch 22, to enable discussions to begin on forming consortium arrangements in preparation for the Early Intervention commissioning process.
Opportunity for updates and announcements from Forum members 

· Cllr John Paschoud, Chair of the Children and Young People Select Committee, invited CYP groups to let him know of any concerns they had in dealings with Lewisham Council, by emailing him at CllrJohn.Paschoud@lewisham.gov.uk. As Chair of the Children and Young People Select Committee he holds Lewisham Council officers to account for their role in delivering services to children and young people in the borough as well as making recommendations to Mayor and Cabinet. John was very keen to hear the perspectives of the local VCS. 
· Finally Jonathan mentioned that he would be emailing the CYP Forum the proposed Children and Young People Plan Priorities which are being refreshed, for the VCS to comment. He said the CYP Directorate wanted to hear the views of the VCS on what activities you have done over the last year as well as what planned activities you have for this coming year in helping to support these priorities. Please can you respond to Catherine Bunten by emailing at catherine.bunten@lewisham.gov.uk by this coming Wednesday 22nd June. 
